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You Make What You Want! — Vocational Liturgies
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[MA 28 %31 & LI (Bible text study & sharing)]

1. & 1:26-28 0l Li2= otLIEQ &9 O0IE, W HoAl 2= &
LI 0 EX}? Let’s share the meaning of ‘the image of God’ in Genesis 1:26-28
through my own expressions and words.

The original appearance of creation in Genesis chapters 1 & 2 is restored
through the words of Revelation chapters 21 & 22. What is the form of
creation that you would like to recover in relation to yourself? (Health,
character, family, faith in first love, etc.)

I. 22 &4 A= 0 MAHI= AHEOl MIAOILE

The world we live in is a world of mission.
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The Bible's doctrine of creation is not only a doctrine about our origin, but also
a doctrine about our present situation. It is not only a doctrine about who we
are, but also a doctrine about who we belong to. It is not only a statement
about our past, but also a call to the future. This world is not just ‘nature’, but
a created world. It is a very good dwelling place created by our Father in
heaven. To God, creation is not an unpleasant and regrettable mistake.
Rather, it is a work created by His love.
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The Word becomes flesh through incarnation in this world created by God,
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and the Creator of the universe comes to our neighborhood. The infinite and
transcendent God takes on a body like us. This whole story ends in Revelation
chapter 21. God does not expel us from creation. He comes down to live with

us in the new creation.
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Understanding the world as God’s creation means realizing that living in the
world itself is a calling. Creation is a gift that calls to us because the Holy
Spirit has given you ears to hear and eyes to see. It is a room filled with the

glory of God, and it itself is an invitation.
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You are called to reflect the image of God. The ‘Image of God’ (‘Imago Dei’) is
not an essential attribute of ‘Homo sapiens’ (whether will, reason, language,
or whatever you have). ‘Imago Dei’ refers to the royal office or calling of
humans to serve as God's mouthpiece and representative in the world by
being given the ability to participate in God's work of governing and
managing the earth’s resources and creation.
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You are called to unleash the potential of creation. In Genesis 1:28-30, our
responsibility as image bearers of God is to be fruitful and multiply (the fun
part!), to ‘tend’ the earth, and to ‘rule’ creation. Creation is very good, but that
does not mean it is perfect. God placed us in creation and told us to unleash
and unfold the potential he had placed within creation. He delegated that very

task to us.
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You are called to take over creation. To carry out our mission today, we must
bear witness to the fact that something is wrong. We must admit that we no
longer live in the Garden of Eden. Therefore, the body of Christ is called to be a
unique people who occupy creation and remind the world that it belongs to
God.
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We all live in institutions we wish were different, especially the church. We
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are the inheritors of policies, procedures and physical environments, many of
which we are willing to get rid of. There are times when we feel angry about
the constraints imposed on us by founders and historical organizations who
know nothing about the difficulties we face today. Everyone dreams of being
free from this bondage, of ‘reimagining’ the organization from a blank slate.
However, in the real world, this bondage is like a millstone or a heavy anchor
that keeps pulling us down to the bottom as we try to move forward into new
seas. Can't we imagine this bondage as a gift? Wouldn't it be possible to use
the constraints of handed down tradition as a catalyst for creativity and

imagination?
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What we do every day may flourish best within the gift of constraints handed
down to us within the traditions of church worship and the rhythm of spiritual

discipline. We may find liberation in the liturgy and reach renewal through it.
M. Z= - B=249] 0™ Conclusion — Vocational Liturgies
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We must understand our calling as a way to pursue God with ‘integrity,

independence, and Christian boldness.’
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who pulls us towards himself. God not only drives us, he entices us. We

pursue what we love.
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As Colossians 3:12-17 says, the love that draws us to God is a love that grows
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through practice and repetition, and if we want to pursue God through
vocation, we must let God’s love permeate our character and We must
immerse ourselves in the rituals, rhythms and practices that make love a part of
our nature as well as our way of thinking. Worship is not an escape from ‘what
we do during the week." The rituals of worship train our hearts and direct our
desires toward God and His kingdom. Therefore, when we finish worship and
are sent to work, we do our work with an orientation formed as a habit toward
the One who loves our souls.
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We should also think about the rites of vocation’, the habit-forming practices
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that sustain this love during the week. This was Jean Calvin's vision for the city
of Geneva. He wanted the rhythm of morning and evening prayers and psalms
to dominate the city, not only for the monks and ‘religious' people, but also for
the butchers, bakers and candle makers who did equally holy work.

V. 8l =2=05lJ] Blessing Together
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Let’s take time to bless the members who have been with us so far.

2. HE0= H0l= &2 S0l Hat/ AL Y &2 2101 ASH il LI=TH
If there are any changes or answers you receive during the series of

group meetings, let’s share them together!



